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Takacs Quartet
with
Joyce Yang, piano

World-renowned string quartet and acclaimed piano virtuoso

This event is made possible through the generous support of the Clyde & Marty Nichols Performing Arts Fund,
Raymond Stuhl Chamber Music Fund and the Constance Roeder Chamber Music Fund.

Sponsored by
Dave & Gunda  The Hieberts are pleased to sponsor
HIEBERT this evening’s performance.
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Takacs Quartet

Edward Dusinberre, violin
Harumi Rhodes, violin
Richard O'Neill, viola
Andras Fejér, cello

Joyce Yang, piano

FIOW ..o e Nokuthula Ngwenyama (b. 1976)
I.  Prelude
Il. Lento
lll.  Quark Scherzo
IV.  Finale
String Quartet No. 13 in G Major, Op. 106................ Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904)

. Allegro moderato

.~ Adagio ma non troppo

Hll.  Molto vivace

IV.  Finale: Andante sostenuto - Allego con fuoco

20-Minute Intermission

Piano Quintet in E-flat Major,Op.44 ................. Robert Schumann (1810-1856)

I. Allegro brillante

II.  In modo d’'una marcia. Un poco largamente-Agitato
Hll. ~ Scherzo. Molto vivace

IV.  Allegro ma no troppo

Program is subject to change.
Please see your pre- and post-performance emails for program notes.

The Takécs Quartet appears by arrangement with Seldy Cramer Artists
and records for Hyperion and Decca/London Records.

The Takécs Quartet is quartet-in-residence at the University of Colorado
in Boulder, and they are associate artists at Wigmore Hall, London.

www.takacsquartet.com

Joyce Yang appears by arrangement with Artists Management Group.
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The Takacs Quartet
In recognition of its 50th anniversary, the world-renowned Takacs Quartet was
recently the subject of an in-depth profile by The New York Times and featured on
the cover of Strad magazine. The Takacs released two anniversary season albums
in 2025 for Hyperion Records to glowing reviews. Flow by Ngwenyama, composed
for the ensemble, was followed by an album of piano quintets by Dvorak and Price
with Marc André Hamelin. In August 2025 for Musica Viva in Australia, the ensemble
played a new work, “Sonnet of an Emigrant,” for quartet, narrated by Cathy Milliken
with texts by Bertolt Brecht.

Edward Dusinberre (violin), Harumi Rhodes (violin), Richard O'Neill (viola) and
Andras Fejér (cello) are excited about upcoming projects, including performances
throughout the U.S., of Mozart viola quintets with Jordan Bak and a new string-
quartet piece, “NEXUS,” written for them by Clarice Assad and co-commissioned
by leading concert organizations throughout North America. The group’s North
American engagements include concerts in New York's Carnegie Hall, Vancouver,
Philadelphia, Boston, Princeton, Ann Arbor, Washington, D.C., Duke University,
Los Angeles, Berkeley, Cleveland, Phoenix and Portland.

The Takacs enjoys a busy international touring schedule. As associate artists at
London’s Wigmore Hall, the group will present four concerts featuring works by
Haydn, Assad, Debussy, Beethoven and two Mozart viola quintets with Timothy
Ridout, that will also be recorded for Hyperion. Other European appearances include
the Concertgebouw, Amsterdam, Konzerthaus Berlin, Florence, Bologna and Rome.

The members of the Takacs Quartet are Christoffersen Fellows and have been artists-
in-residence at the University of Colorado, Boulder, since 1986. During the summer
months, the Takdcs join the faculty at the Music Academy of the West, running an
intensive quartet seminar. This season, the ensemble begins a new relationship as
visiting artists at the University of Maryland.

The Takécs has recorded for Hyperion since 2005, and all their other recordings are
available to stream at hyperion-streaming.co.uk. In 2021, the Takdcs won a Presto
Music Recording of the Year Award for their recordings of string quartets by Fanny
and Felix Mendelssohn, and a Gramophone Award with pianist Garrick Ohlsson for
piano quintets by Beach and Elgar. Other releases for Hyperion feature works by
Haydn, Schubert, Jandcek, Smetana, Debussy and Britten, as well as piano quintets
by César Franck and Shostakovich (with Marc-André Hamelin), and viola quintets
by Brahms and Dvorék (with Lawrence Power). For their CDs on the Decca/London
label, the Takdcs has won three Gramophone Awards, a Grammy Award, three
Japanese Record Academy Awards, Disc of the Year at the inaugural BBC Music
Magazine Awards and Ensemble Aloum of the Year at the Classical Brits. Full details
of all recordings can be found in the recordings section of the quartet's website,
takacsquartet.com.

The Takéacs Quartet is known for its innovative programming. In July 2024, the

ensemble gave the premiere of Kachkaniragmi by Gabriela Lena Frank, a concerto
for solo quartet and string orchestra. Since the 2021-22 season, the ensemble has
partnered regularly with bandoneon virtuoso Julien Labro in a program featuring
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new works by Clarice Assad and Bryce Dessner, commissioned by Music Accord.

In 2014, the Takécs performed a program inspired by Philip Roth’s novel Everyman
with Meryl Streep at Princeton, and again with her at the Royal Conservatory of
Music in Toronto in 2015. They first performed Everyman at Carnegie Hall in 2007
with Philip Seymour Hoffman. They have toured 14 cities with the poet Robert Pinsky
and played regularly with the Hungarian Folk group Muzsikas. In 2014, the Takécs
became the first string quartet to be awarded the Wigmore Hall Medal. In 2012,
Gramophone announced that the Takacs was the first string quartet to be inducted
into its Hall of Fame. The ensemble also won the 2011 Award for Chamber Music and
Song presented by the Royal Philharmonic Society in London.

The Takdcs Quartet was formed in 1975 at the Franz Liszt Academy in Budapest by
Gabor Takacs-Nagy, Kéroly Schranz, Gabor Ormai and Andrés Fejér, while all four
were students. The group received international attention in 1977, winning First
Prize and the Critics’ Prize at the International String Quartet Competition in Evian,
France. The quartet also won the Gold Medal at the 1978 Portsmouth and Bordeaux
Competitions as well as First Prizes at the Budapest International String Quartet
Competition in 1978 and the Bratislava Competition in 1981. The ensemble made its
North American debut tour in 1982. Members of the Takdcs Quartet are the grateful
beneficiaries of an instrument loan by the Drake Foundation, and they are grateful to
be Thomastik-Infeld Artists.

Joyce Yang
Blessed with “poetic and sensitive pianism” (Washington Post) and a “wondrous
sense of color” (San Francisco Classical Voice), Grammy-nominated pianist Joyce Yang
captivates audiences with her virtuosity, lyricism and interpretive sensitivity.
She first came to international attention in 2005 when she won the silver medal at
the 12th Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. As the youngest contestant at
19 years old, she took home two additional awards: Best Performance of Chamber
Music (with the Takacs Quartet) and Best Performance of a New Work. In 2006, Yang
made her celebrated New York Philharmonic debut alongside Lorin Maazel at Avery
Fisher Hall, along with the orchestra’s tour of Asia, making a triumphant return to her
hometown of Seoul, South Korea. Yang's subsequent appearances with the New York
Philharmonic have included opening night of the 2008 Leonard Bernstein Festival—
an appearance made at the request of Maazel in his final season as music director.
The New York Times pronounced her performance in Bernstein’s “The Age of Anxiety”
a "knockout.”

Over the last two decades, Yang has blossomed into an “astonishing artist” (Neue
Ziircher Zeitung), showcasing her colorful musical personality in solo recitals and
collaborations with the world’s top orchestras and chamber musicians through
more than 1,000 debuts and re-engagements. She received the 2010 Avery Fisher
Career Grant and earned her first Grammy nomination (Best Chamber Music/Small
Ensemble Performance) for her recording of Franck, Kurtag, Previn & Schumann
with violinist Augustin Hadelich (“One can only sit in misty-eyed amazement at their
insightful flair and spontaneity.” — The Strad).
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Other notable orchestral engagements have included the Chicago Symphony,
Los Angeles Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, San Francisco Symphony,
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin, Hong Kong Philharmonic, the

BBC Philharmonic, as well as the Toronto, Vancouver, Sydney, Melbourne and
New Zealand Symphony Orchestras. She was also featured in a five-year
Rachmaninoff concerto cycle with Edo de Waart and the Milwaukee Symphony,
to which she brought “an enormous palette of colors and tremendous emotional
depth” (Milwaukee Sentinel Journal).

In solo recitals, Yang’s innovative program has been praised as “extraordinary”

and “kaleidoscopic” (Los Angeles Times). She has performed at New York City’s
Lincoln Center and Metropolitan Museum, the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.,
Chicago’s Symphony Hall, Zurich’s Tonhalle, and all throughout Australia on a recital
tour presented by Musica Viva. As an avid chamber musician, Yang has collaborated
with the Takacs Quartet for Dvofdk—part of Lincoln Center’s Great Performers series,
and Schubert’s “Trout” Quintet with members of the Emerson String Quartet at the
Mostly Mozart Festival at Lincoln Center. Yang has fostered an enduring partnership
with the Alexander String Quartet and together released three celebrated recordings
under Foghorn Classics. As a champion of new music, Yang has premiered three
piano concerti by Michael Torke, Jonathan Leshnoff and Reinaldo Moya. In fall 2025,
she performed a new work by Jonathan Leshnoff, “Rhapsody on America,” a piece
written expressly for her.

Yang has released 10 recordings, including celebrated solo discs (Collage and Wild
Dreams, Avie Records), where she “demonstrated impressive gifts” (The New York
Times). Yang also released a live-performance recording of Tchaikovsky's Piano
Concerto No. 1 with Denmark’s Odense Symphony Orchestra (Bridge Records),
which International Record Review called “hugely enjoyable, beautifully shaped...
a performance that marks her out as an enormous talent.”

In recent years, Yang has focused on promoting creative ways to introduce classical
music to new audiences. She served as the guest artistic director for the Laguna
Beach Music Festival in California, curating concerts that explore the “art-inspires-
art” concept, highlighting the relationship between music and dance while
simultaneously curating outreach activities to young students. Yang's collaboration
with the Aspen Santa Fe Ballet of Half/Cut/Split—a “witty, brilliant exploration

of Robert Schumann'’s Carnaval” (The Santa Fe New Mexican) choreographed by
Jorma Elo—was a marriage between music and dance to illuminate the ingenuity
of Schumann’s musical language. The group toured nationwide, including five
performances at the Joyce Theater in New York.

In summer 2025, Yang made a celebrated return to the Aspen Music Festival
performing Brahms Piano Concerto No. 1 and made her debut at San Diego’s Mainly
Mozart Festival. In the 2025-26 season, as one of the most in-demand soloists and
recitalists today, Yang will continue to present her wide range of repertoire in over
30 cities around the world playing piano concerti with New Jersey Symphony,

St. Louis Symphony, Vancouver Symphony, Oregon Symphony, Milwaukee
Symphony and Belgian National Orchestra, among many others, and give solo
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recitals at Celebrity Series of Boston, Meany Center for the Performing Arts in Seattle
and the ECHO Chamber Music Series in San Diego. As a chamber musician, Yang will
reunite with the Takdcs Quartet performing Schumann’s Piano Quintet.

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Yang received her first piano lesson from her aunt at the
age of four. She quickly took to the instrument, which she received as a birthday
present. Over the next few years, she won several national piano competitions in her
native country. By the age of 10, she had entered the School of Music at the Korea
National University of Arts and went on to make a number of concerto and recital
appearances in Seoul and Daejeon. In 1997, Yang moved to the U.S. to begin studies
at the pre-college division of the Juilliard School with Dr. Yoheved Kaplinsky. During
her first year at Juilliard, Yang won the Pre-College Division Concerto Competition,
resulting in a performance of Haydn’s Keyboard Concerto in D with the Juilliard Pre-
College Chamber Orchestra. After winning the Philadelphia Orchestra’s Greenfield
Student Competition, she performed Prokofiev’s Third Piano Concerto with that
orchestra at just 12 years old. She graduated from Juilliard with special honor as the
recipient of the school’s 2010 Arthur Rubinstein Prize, and in 2011 she won its 30th
Annual William A. Petschek Piano Recital Award. Yang is a Steinway artist.



